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RIPLEY, JULIAN 

48. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Premier:   

I refer the Premier to the question I asked last Wednesday about communication that was delivered to Mr John 
Whitelaw in his St Georges Terrace office regarding the 1973 conviction of Julian Ripley.   

(1) As was promised last week, has the Premier made himself aware of the contents of the communication?   

(2) If not, why not? 

(3) If so, what was the content of the communication?  

(4) What action has been taken in response to the communication?   

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 

(1)-(4) When I was asked this question last week I made it clear to the House that I was not aware of a request 
having been made by way of communication to my office.  I have checked this matter and apparently 
there was an e-mail addressed from one brother to another brother.  A member of my staff was made 
aware of the communication between the brothers.  However, my office has not received any requests 
about this issue.  I find it extraordinary that the Opposition chooses to focus on a matter that is more 
than 30 years old.  There has been no request whatsoever -  

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  My friend, I find it strange that the Liberal Party, represented by the member for Nedlands, 
would take the time to pursue such a matter.  Such a course of action is indicative of the Opposition’s priorities, 
and I have no problem with the fact that it chooses to make this matter a priority.  However, the Government is 
engaged in the business of governing the Western Australia of today and of ensuring that it is able to meet the 
challenges of the twenty-first century.   

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  To what justice does the member refer?  That is a ridiculous interjection.  I will tell members 
a story because I know my backbenchers will be interested.  During the last election campaign I received many 
phone calls at my home from a person in the Liberal Party who told me that the issue of branch stacking in the 
Curtin division of the Liberal Party needed to be raised during the campaign.  This person kept ringing me and 
saying that a big cover-up was taking place and that signatures were being forged.  That person said that I should 
make that the big issue of the election.  I ask the member for Nedlands if she knows anything - 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Say that outside the House.  

Point of Order 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Standing Order No 78 says that an answer should be relevant to the question.  

The SPEAKER:  That particular standing order has been raised.  I think the Premier is trying to answer in 
relation to an area of justice, which was the point of the question.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  If the member for Nedlands is so interested in “justice”, she could tell us about her 
knowledge of the alleged forgery of signatures and branching stacking in the Liberal Party, which a Liberal Party 
member told me has occurred.  Does she know anything about that?  She says she is interested in justice.  I told 
the member of the Liberal Party that although I understood his concerns, I was more interested in improving the 
government of Western Australia.  That was my priority, and it remains my priority.  If members opposite want 
to go on these little escapades, let them do it.  It shows how irrelevant they are to politics in Western Australia 
today.  

On the subject of politics in Western Australia today, I was very interested to hear the member for Kalgoorlie 
say that he would not criticise Hon Norman Moore.  I now ask the member for Kalgoorlie whether he agrees 
with that member’s views.  

Several members interjected.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am on my feet; I will answer the questions as I want.  Does the member for Kalgoorlie 
agree with the comments of Hon Norman Moore?  

Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 
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Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I refer to the same standing order to which my colleague the member for Warren-
Blackwood referred a short while ago.  The answer to a question must be relevant.  I highlight this by saying that 
the Premier just said that he was on his feet and would say and ask anything he wanted.  That is not the case 
under the standing orders.   

The SPEAKER:  That is true.  I am sure the Premier is about to conclude his answer.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I think that in the interests of knowledge of the views of members, the member for Kalgoorlie 
wanted to respond.  Does he agree with Hon Norman Moore?   

Several members interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  They will not let him answer, even though he is as keen as mustard.  I can picture Casanova, 
with his cashmere scarf off to one side, whizzing around Kalgoorlie in his MG sports car - 

The SPEAKER:  That question is over.   
 


